implications of the Government White Paper and the possible consequences as he saw them.
The essence of the new proposals is to separate the functions of the District Health Authority (DHA), as the purchaser of services on behalf of the community, from those of the Hospital as the provider of them. The DHA has to decide what services should be provided for the community and to purchase them wherever they can get the best bargain, and in this they have an obligation to take advice from the GPs. The Hospital authority is there to provide the best services it can and will be given a great deal of local autonomy in order to do so. Taking this concept to the full, a hospital can opt out of local authority control and manage its own affairs completely. It will be prepared to accept patients or provide services from any quarter and will receive payment according to a scale of negotiated charges. 
